Thank you for your interest in the Master’s in Biological Data Science program at Arizona State
University. Selecting the right graduate program to achieve your personal and career goals is an
extremely important decision. | am delighted that you are considering our program, where
students like you prepare to shape the future of biological sciences through data. At ASU, we
are committed to excellence, access, and social responsibility, ensuring that all learners have the
opportunity to succeed and make meaningful contributions to society.

Our program attracts a diverse and interdisciplinary community of students that includes
domestic and international scholars, along with working professionals, LGBTQ+ members,
parents, and veterans who share a passion for transforming biological sciences using the power
of data. We believe in fostering meaningful connections among students, faculty, and staff to
create an environment where everyone feels encouraged, challenged, and motivated to solve
real world biological problems with data driven solutions.

We are living in a transformative era of data science that is shaped by advancements in artificial
intelligence, machine learning, and computing power. These technologies are reshaping
industries such as biomedical research, healthcare, and pharmaceuticals by making data
analysis, discovery, and decision making more efficient. Despite these advancements, expertise
in biological sciences remains crucial for questioning, evaluating, and implementing the right
data driven solutions in an ethical and meaningful way. As future biological data scientists, your
role will be crucial in integrating technological insights with biological understanding to improve
human and environmental health.

Our program is designed for students from diverse academic backgrounds and provides an
excellent platform to gain cutting edge, in demand data science skills. Whether you have no
prior experience in computing or biological sciences or are looking to advance your research
interests, our curriculum integrates statistics, computing, and biology into a single, cost effective
degree. This interdisciplinary approach offers flexible learning pathways tailored to support your
career aspirations and empower you to contribute to scientific and societal advancements.

You are not alone in this journey. At ASU, we believe in the power of community to drive
success. Our dedicated faculty are skilled educators and researchers who are committed to
training the next generation of biologists and data scientists. Our state-of-the-art teaching and
research laboratories, combined with our amazing technical staff, ensure high quality
experiential learning opportunities. It is a team effort where faculty, staff, and students work
together to help you reach your highest potential.

Biological Data Science is a rewarding but competitive field. When you embark on your journey
as a graduate student in this program, | encourage you to take advantage of all the learning and
career opportunities available. These opportunities include participating in student council



activities, attending professional workshops, and engaging in networking events with industry
professionals. Our culminating experiences will challenge you in ways you might not expect, but
they are designed to help you demonstrate mastery, engage in multidisciplinary problem
solving, and contribute meaningfully to the field of your interest.

Graduate school is not just about working hard, but also about working strategically, thinking
creatively, and leveraging your strengths to achieve your goals. A graduate program is only as
strong as the community that supports it. My role as the Program Director is to cultivate and

nurture this exceptional community to ensure that you have the opportunities, resources and
support needed to achieve your aspirations.

To learn more about our program and community, | invite you to reach out to me, explore our
website and social media channels, or visit us at ASU West. | look forward to welcoming you into
our program and having you as a valued member of the Biological Data Science community at
Arizona State University.

Warm regards,

Nilesh Dixit, PhD, MBA

Graduate Program Director and Assistant Teaching Professor,
Biological Data Science, School of Mathematical and Natural Sciences
Email: Nilesh.Dixit@asu.edu
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